
The Castle: A Ballet

Jack DW Ballard, Jr.

Instrumentation

Piccolo
Flutes 1 and 2
Oboes 1 and 2 (Eng Horn)
Clarinets in Bb 1 and 2
 Bass Clarinet
Bassoons 1 and 2
Contrabassoon
Horns 1-4
Trumpets 1-3 (one Flugelhorn)
Trombones 1-3 (one Bass Trombone)
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion 1 and 2
Cymbals
Bass Drum
Mallets 1 and 2
Keyboard 1 (Piano)
Harps 1 and 2
Keyboard 2 (Celesta/Synthesizer/MIDI)
Violins 1 and 2
Violas
Violoncellos
Contrabasses
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1. Overture

Approaching through the mountains and clouds, we see the castle:
huge, intimidating and vast. No one knows its extent. 10
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As we approache the castle we see its face: suddenly we take
a dive down the face like a swooping bird. we fly into a window  and...accel. 

accel. 
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...go through the passages down to the dungeons. 
It is incredibly vast beyond imagination.
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We are surveying the peaceful lake deeps. There is still something 
in its depths, disquieting, powerful, peaceful
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píu mosso

píu mosso

Spotlights around Mara show family members in various  dances/activities. 
She sees each one as each instrument/motive is played. As they dance, they bring in party things:
It's a great idea, but she has her doubts.
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A tempo

A tempo

The family dances in concert around Mara 248
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Adagio

Adagio

The lights fade as Mara is the focus. She is torn between frustration
and empathy with her siblings.
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300
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Things settle down as routine begins. Each family member goes through the lighted area
only to disappear out the other side.
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The family ignores him: they continue
to work on their party preparations. He 
tries to intercede on occasion.
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They resist him, subtly at first, then rebelliously
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Presto

They lay hands on him: he struggles for a moment.
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690 Lento
He gives up, sudeenly not struggling and all pause for a second. What have they done?
But the deed is done, now, and they methodically bind him and lead him off in chains.
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Allegro

Allegro

5. Evening

Very calm, warm evening on the lake.
Guests begin to arrive.
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The Lake is clear of boats. Guests congregate and are greeted.
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Something seems amiss to Mara.
Some of the guests are not very noble or honorable.
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Presto

The wind picks up.  Lake is disturbed. Sky begins to darken, just a bit. 
The guests are annoyed as hats are blown off and they are directed inside 
as the weather becomes more unsettled.
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The wind slams the door shut as the last guest is inside: 
things settle down immediately and uncannily.
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Things are at their height, we think. All lights go down suddenly 
with a large pool/spotlight in the middle.
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Mara dances in the middle of the cacophony, but while this melody
may recall her earlier theme, it is certainly not as pleasant. Other family 
members dance into the light and out again, as if to a different beat.
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molto accel. 

molto accel. 

Back to the "real" world. There
is no longer any discernible theme/beat.
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A sudden CRASH of lightning
BLACKOUT. Everyone falls to the floor! attacca

attacca
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7. Mara's Lament

The family lies prostrate...Jesse looks over them, disappointed.
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They look around with new eyes, seeing the childish things they've done.
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Mara begins her explanation, and, weeping, begs forgiveness.
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The family reacts,, contrite... Jesse responds...etc.
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Mara solo... 1321
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Mara is still the center, the family dances around her...
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Più mosso

Più mosso

Jesse holds his arms out: "stop" The family exits, frightened...
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Tempo primo (rubato)

Tempo primo (rubato)

Mara and Jesse are alone and dialogue...
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Mara bows her head; Jesse takes her in his arms tenderly and 
kisses her forehead. Lights down, except spot...poco rit.
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There is contrition and forgiveness.
All waits for the "Redemption"





Mar.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.










           

Glock.

 
   





  


 
      


    

con sord.



p

dolce








  


   


   


  




pp

stagger bow., non vibrato

 


   



ppp

Vc.
























div.

ppp











 



 


  


 

mf



solo, molto espr.





  


 
        



div.

ppp













 







      



div.

ppp










 


















 



  











ppp
 

 
 

  



92





































Allegro

Allegro

8. Redemption
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